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Thus a vein of gold in Australia may lead to the inminer-
alization of many such triads within a single envelope, while
the laying down of another vein in a distant place, say the
Rocky Mountains, may lead to the division of this envelope
and the transfer of part of its contents to America in their
own envelope. But the more important causes which bring
about subdivisions will be explained in the course of our
study.  The Group-Soul and its contents divide by fission,
like an ordinary cell-_one becomes two, two four.-and so on.
All the triads have to pass through the mineral kingdom, the
place in which matter reaches its grossest form, and the
place where the great wave reaches the limit of its descent
and turns to begin its upward climbing. Here it is that
physical consciousness must awaken ; life must now turn
definitely outwards, and recognise contact with other lives in
an external world.

Now the evolution of each being in these early stages
depends chiefly on the cherishing life of the Logos, and
partly on the co-operating guidance of the Shining Ones,
and partly on its own blind pressure against the limits of its
enclosing form. I have compared the evolution through the
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms to an ante-natal
period, and the resemblance is exact. As the child is nour-
ished by the life-streams of the mother, so does the protect-
ive envelope of the Group-Soul nourish the h'ves within it,
receiving and distributing the experiences gathered in. The
circulating life is the life of the parent; the young plants,
the young animals, the young human beings, are not ready
for independent life as yet, but must draw nourishment from
the parent. And so these germinating lives in the mineral